
 
 

In-Touch Advisory updates 2026-Q2 
1. Global Outlook: As we reach the mid-point of 2026, it’s difficult to select a half-year defining topic. 

Uncertainty seems a common feature across multiple global challenges. Uncertainty can be seen in 
geopolitical instability, climate change, economic divergence, housing affordability, regulatory reforms, 
cybersecurity, and the accelerating impact of technological advances, to name but a few mega issues.  
Such issues are in turn reflected in our built environment projects as reduced confidence and 
increased costs, administration issues, and supply chain delays, with calls for innovation.   
In the meantime, generative AI (artificial intelligence) is transforming the business world at pace. AI 
can potentially impact our built environment by enhancing design, delivery and operations; 
sustainability performance; and project monitoring and cost management through data-driven insights, 
predictive analytics and improved forecasts. 
Clearly, embracing such change requires us to be vigilant on ethics and communication will be crucial 
to achieving clarity and maintaining confidence.  

2. RICS: Modus journal recently profiles that RICS communities are thriving in Australasia. 
Elsewhere in APAC, Stephen Ballesty representing the RICS Governing 
Council in Hong Kong SAR during May, was delighted to engage with 
members, meet with leaders and participate in multiple industry events. 
New global standard effective March 2026: RICS responsible use of artificial intelligence in 
surveying practice. 

3. Insights: Contributing to recent events, outputs available at: Insights – In-Touch Advisory 

■ IFMA’s World Workplace Asia-Pacific 2026 (WWAP’26), 6-7 May in Hong Kong  

■ FMA Australia’s World FM Day event, 13 May in Sydney  

■ EnviWorld 2026 hybrid event, 20 June in Barcelona  
Along with judging and attending the IFMA Asia Pacific Awards of Excellence  
on 7 May in Hong Kong.  
IFMA’s FMJ publishes Revolutionizing FM Outsourcing - AI applications & case studies by Dr. KL Lok. 

4. Next Quarter: Planning for the RICS Governing Council in London (12-15 July), 
FM Connect 26 in Brisbane (3-5 Aug) and RICS Awards in Melbourne (17 Sept).  

In-Touch Advisory is a firm regulated by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS); and a registered 
business partner of the International Cost Management Standard (ICMS) Coalition; and registered tax agents with 
the Australian Tax Practitioners Board (TPB).  
Per our SDGs action plan, this quarter we are continuing to support                              and  

 

keeping in-touch … 

In-Touch Advisory is an independent consultancy uniquely positioned to connect you with solutions 
for your Built Environment across the property–construction–facilities life cycle. 
In-Touch Advisory applies technical expertise, specialist knowledge and strategic insights workings 
with our clients as analyst, facilitator and solution seeker. 
For further details: AUS@in-touchadvisory.com or +61 411 378787 
Bligh Chambers, Level 14 (AEC suite), 25 Bligh Street, SYDNEY NSW 2000 
with satellite offices in: Newcastle, Tamworth, Brisbane & Canberra 
and BWA alliance offices in: Middle East & United Kingdom 

 

… connecting you with solutions for your Built Environment 

https://ww3.rics.org/uk/en/modus/business-and-skills/surveying-stories/australia-new-zealand-rics-president.html?cid=em|newsletter|juneemail|modus%20subscribers|apac|story%205|15/6/2026&deliveryName=DM292200
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7463550375648972800/
https://www.rics.org/profession-standards/rics-standards-and-guidance/conduct-competence/responsible-use-of-ai
https://www.rics.org/profession-standards/rics-standards-and-guidance/conduct-competence/responsible-use-of-ai
https://in-touchadvisory.com/insights/
https://fmj.ifma.org/revolutionizing-fm-outsourcing-2026
https://fma.com.au/FM_Connect/Web/Events/Display_Event.aspx?EventKey=N1573
https://www.vinnies.org.au/national-council/news-and-stories/media-releases/new-homelessness-report-is-another-wake-up-call-on-housing-crisis
https://in-touchadvisory.com/
mailto:AUS@in-touchadvisory.com

